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{length of a human, foot;  holding in one hand a golden

* sword, and in the other a banner:   under this there was

* a hole in the lid of the Lociilus,  on which the ancient
fi servants of the Martyr had been wont to lay their hands
' for touching the Sacred Body.    And over the figure of the

< Angel was this verse inscribed:

' Martins ecce zoma servat Mickaelis agalma.z

6 At the head and foot of the Loculus were iron rings where-

* by it could be lifted.

* Lifting the Loculus and Body, therefore, they carried
4 it to the Altar; and I put-to my sinful hand to help in
' carrying, though the Abbot had commanded that none
' should approach except called. And the Loculus was

* placed in the Shrine;   and the  pannel it had stood on
' was put in its place, and the Shrine for the present closed.
i We all thought that the Abbot would show the Loculus
6 to the people; and bring out the Sacred Body again, at
6 a certain period of the Festival.    But in this we were

< wofully mistaken, as the sequel shows.                                j

f For in the fourth holiday of the Festival, while the
' Convent were all singing Completorium, our Lord Abbot

* spoke privily with the Sacristan and Walter the Medicus;

* and order was taken that twelve of the Brethren should
' be appointed against midnight, who were strong for car-
6 rying the pannel-planks of the Shrine, and skilful in un-
6 fixing them, and putting them together again.    The Abbot
' then  said that it was  among his  prayers to look  once
' upon the Body of his Patron;  and that he wished the
' Sacristan and Walter the Medicus to be with him.    The
6 Twelve appointed Brethren were these: The Abbot's two
' Chaplains, the two Keepers of the Shrine, the two Masters

J ' This is the Martyr's Garment, which Michael's Image guards.*